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Victims’ Rights Directive:
Commission Initiates Infringement
Proceedings Against Nine Member
States

Thomas Wahl 

News 

On 25 July 2019, the Commission decided to open infringement proceed‐

ings against nine EU Member Statesfor not having completely transposed

Directive 2012/29/EU on the rights, support and protection of victims of

crime. The so-called Victims’ Rights Directive establishes EU-wide minimum

standards for victims of crime as regards access to information, participa‐

tion in criminal proceedings, and support and protection adapted to their

needs. The Commission blames the Member States for not having imple‐

mented several provisions of this Directive, such as the right to be informed

about both the victims' rights and the case, or the right to support and pro‐

tection.

The Commission launched the first phase of the infringement procedure by

sending a letter of formal notice to the Czech Republic, Estonia, Germany,

Hungary, Italy, Malta, Poland, Portugal, and Sweden. The Member States

must now answer the request within two months. If the Commission is not

satisfied with the information and concludes that the Member States in question are failing to fulfil their

obligations under EU law, the Commission may then send a formal request to comply with EU law (a

“reasoned opinion”).

About eucrim

eucrim is the leading journal which regularly informs about current developments in European criminal and

“criministrative” law. 

All news items are freely accessible at: https://eucrim.eu/news/

Stay informed by emailing to eucrim-subscribe@csl.mpg.de to receive alerts for new releases of issues. 

The project is co-financed by the Union Anti-Fraud Programme (UAFP), managed by the European Anti-Fraud Office

(OLAF). 

1 / 1

https://eucrim.eu/authors/wahl-thomas/
https://eucrim.eu
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/inf_19_4251
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/inf_19_4251
https://eucrim.eu/news/
mailto:eucrim-subscribe@csl.mpg.de
https://anti-fraud.ec.europa.eu/policy/union-anti-fraud-programme-uafp_en
https://anti-fraud.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://anti-fraud.ec.europa.eu/index_en

	Victims’ Rights Directive: Commission Initiates Infringement Proceedings Against Nine Member States
	About eucrim


