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In late May 2020, Europol and the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and
Drug Addiction (EMCDDA) published a joint report looking at the impact of
COVID-19 on drug markets in the EU.
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In its key findings, the report underlines the resilience of organised crime y P

groups and their capabilities to adapt their modi operandi to current situ-
ations. According to the report, the surface web and darknet markets, social
media and secure encrypted communication applications now appear to be
playing an increasing role in the sourcing of drugs at the user level.

Shortages with the availability of cannabis, cocaine, and heroin in some a

areas have resulted in higher prices and the use of substitutes such as

synthetic opioids. Cocaine trafficking using maritime shipping containers

has continued at levels that are comparable to or even possibly higher than

those seen in 2019. Overall, the movement of bulk quantities of drugs between EU Member States has con-
tinued despite the introduction of border controls due to the continued commercial transportation of goods
throughout the EU.

ISSN: 1862-6947

https://eucrim.eu

About eucrim

eucrim is the leading journal which regularly informs about current developments in European criminal and
“criministrative” law.

All news items are freely accessible at: https://eucrim.eu/news/

Stay informed by emailing to eucrim-subscribe@csl.mpg.de to receive alerts for new releases of issues.

The project is co-financed by the Union Anti-Fraud Programme (UAFP), managed by the European Anti-Fraud Office
(OLAF).

RN Co-funded by
L the European Union



https://eucrim.eu/authors/riehle-cornelia/
https://eucrim.eu
https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/publications/joint-publications/eu-drug-markets-impact-of-covid-19_en
https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/publications/joint-publications/eu-drug-markets-impact-of-covid-19_en
https://eucrim.eu/news/
mailto:eucrim-subscribe@csl.mpg.de
https://anti-fraud.ec.europa.eu/policy/union-anti-fraud-programme-uafp_en
https://anti-fraud.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://anti-fraud.ec.europa.eu/index_en

	Report on the COVID-19 Impact on EU Drug Markets Published
	About eucrim


