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OLAF Unveils Fraud Committted by
Greek Researcher

Thomas Wahl News 

On 5 May 2020, OLAF reported the successful discovery of a fraud scheme

set up by a Greek researcher. The researcher pretended to involve over 40

international researchers in a research project funded by the European

Research Council Executive Agency (ERCEA) with a grant of approx. €1.1

million. OLAF found evidence that the researchers were, in fact, not involved

and that the Greek researcher had set up banking accounts – actually

meant to pay the individual researchers – making herself the co-beneficiary,

so that she was able to access the money. The investigation was concluded

in November 2019. OLAF recommended that the ERCEA recover approxim‐

ately €190,000 (the share of the €1.1m grant allegedly paid to the interna‐

tional researcher). The Greek authorities recommended initiating judicial

proceedings against the persons involved.

OLAF Director General Ville Itälä stated that the case demonstrated yet

again the importance of being able to access banking records in order to

fight fraud successfully.

About eucrim

eucrim is the leading journal which regularly informs about current developments in European criminal and

“criministrative” law. 

All news items are freely accessible at: https://eucrim.eu/news/

Stay informed by emailing to eucrim-subscribe@csl.mpg.de to receive alerts for new releases of issues. 

The project is co-financed by the Union Anti-Fraud Programme (UAFP), managed by the European Anti-Fraud Office

(OLAF). 

1 / 1

https://eucrim.eu/authors/wahl-thomas/
https://eucrim.eu/issues/2020-02/
file:///media/issue/pdf/eucrim_issue_2020-02.pdf#page=19
https://eucrim.eu
https://anti-fraud.ec.europa.eu/media-corner/news/olaf-investigation-uncovers-research-funding-fraud-greece-2020-05-05_en
https://anti-fraud.ec.europa.eu/media-corner/news/olaf-investigation-uncovers-research-funding-fraud-greece-2020-05-05_en
https://eucrim.eu/news/
mailto:eucrim-subscribe@csl.mpg.de
https://anti-fraud.ec.europa.eu/policy/union-anti-fraud-programme-uafp_en
https://anti-fraud.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://anti-fraud.ec.europa.eu/index_en

	OLAF Unveils Fraud Committted by Greek Researcher
	About eucrim


