OLAF Supported Strike against i
lllegal Cigarette Production eucrim

European Law Forum: Prevention « Investigation « Prosecution

Thomas Wahl News

On 22 July 2021, OLAF reported on a successful strike against a criminal
network that illegally produced and sold cigarettes. The operation dubbed
“Alecrin” mainly involved Spanish and Portuguese law enforcement authorit-
ies and already started in 2019. Targeted enforcement activities were
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carried out between May and July 2021. They resulted in 29 arrests and the Study of Crime, Security and
seizure of €2 million in cash. In total, 27 million cigarettes and 51 tonnes of Law

tobacco were seized. It is estimated that the criminal gang defrauded over €

10 million from public revenue. OLAF supported the exchange of informa- ISSN: 1862-6947

tion, coordinated investigations and assisted in defining an international https://eucrim.eu

investigation strategy.
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About eucrim

eucrim is the leading journal which regularly informs about current developments in European criminal and
“criministrative” law.

All news items are freely accessible at: https://eucrim.eu/news/

Stay informed by emailing to eucrim-subscribe@csl.mpg.de to receive alerts for new releases of issues.

The project is co-financed by the Union Anti-Fraud Programme (UAFP), managed by the European Anti-Fraud Office
(OLAF).
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