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OLAF Recommended Recovery of
€19.5 Million Fraudulently Acquired
in Water Projects

Thomas Wahl 

News 

In November 2022, OLAF concluded investigations into fraud and irregularit‐

ies in relation to several water infrastructure and wastewater modernisation

projects. Two cases played in Bulgaria, one in Romania, and one in Hungary.

In total, OLAF recommended the recovery of over €19.5 million. Fraud

patterns included the following:

Plant that was constructed but never started operating;

False documents submitted in public tender procedures;

Use of unchanged and ineffective treatment technology;

Implementation of the project by substandard work.

OLAF pointed out that the EU funded projects were meant to supply clean

water and protect citizens and the environment from contamination, but

instead some projects led to dangers for health and the environment.

About eucrim

eucrim is the leading journal which regularly informs about current developments in European criminal and

“criministrative” law. 

All news items are freely accessible at: https://eucrim.eu/news/

Stay informed by emailing to eucrim-subscribe@csl.mpg.de to receive alerts for new releases of issues. 

The project is co-financed by the Union Anti-Fraud Programme (UAFP), managed by the European Anti-Fraud Office

(OLAF). 

• 

• 

• 

• 

1 / 1

https://eucrim.eu/authors/wahl-thomas/
https://eucrim.eu
https://anti-fraud.ec.europa.eu/media-corner/news/fraudsters-target-water-infrastructure-projects-olaf-closes-several-cases-2022-11-30_en
https://anti-fraud.ec.europa.eu/media-corner/news/fraudsters-target-water-infrastructure-projects-olaf-closes-several-cases-2022-11-30_en
https://anti-fraud.ec.europa.eu/media-corner/news/fraudsters-target-water-infrastructure-projects-olaf-closes-several-cases-2022-11-30_en
https://eucrim.eu/news/
mailto:eucrim-subscribe@csl.mpg.de
https://anti-fraud.ec.europa.eu/policy/union-anti-fraud-programme-uafp_en
https://anti-fraud.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://anti-fraud.ec.europa.eu/index_en

	OLAF Recommended Recovery of €19.5 Million Fraudulently Acquired in Water Projects
	About eucrim


