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New Roadmap to Fight Drug
Trafficking and Organised Crime

Anna Pingen News 

On 18 October 2023, the Commission adopted a new EU Roadmap to fight

drug trafficking and organised crime. This new Roadmap is in line with the

Commission's continued efforts to implement the EU Strategy on Organised

Crime 2021-2025 (→ eucrim 2/2021, 90-91) and the EU Drugs Strategy and

Action Plan 2021-2025. The Commission considers drug trafficking oper‐

ated by organised crime to be one of the most serious security threats in

Europe. The roadmap sets out 17 actions in four key areas:

Strengthen preventive efforts: While some Member States have robust

frameworks empowering local authorities to use administrative tools

against criminal infiltration, others are lagging behind in developing

such approaches. It is essential to enhance the exchange of best

practices and guidance among all Member States to support the es‐

tablishment of national frameworks for the implementation of the ad‐

ministrative approach. The Commission intends to provide practical

guidance in 2024, focusing in particular on the use of administrative

tools and information exchange to effectively combat criminal infilt‐

ration.

Dismantle high-risk criminal networks: In order to better dismantle high-risk criminal networks, the

Roadmap proposes mapping the criminal networks that pose the greatest threat to society, strength‐

ening the exchange of information and cooperation between judicial authorities in complex cross-

border organised crime investigations, and using the features of the Schengen Information System

(SIS). The latter has been strengthened - by means of a new legal framework that became operational

in March 2023 (→ eucrim 1/2023, 11-12) - to help prevent criminals and terrorists from moving within

or entering the EU undetected.

Strengthen cooperation with international partners: priority will be given to those countries and regions

whose national legal frameworks are abused by criminals to hide themselves or their assets.

Strengthen the resilience of logistics hubs through a European Ports Alliance: The strategic role of lo‐

gistics hubs - as key gateways for the EU's economic prosperity and the transport of goods across the

EU - makes them vulnerable to drug smuggling and exploitation by high-risk criminal networks and

their enablers. To counter this, the Commission proposes enhancing the resilience of ports by estab‐

lishing a European Ports Alliance, by activating the customs community as the first line of defence

against illicit trafficking, by promoting improved law enforcement cooperation to dismantle criminal

networks involved in drug trafficking, and by establishing a public-private partnership.

The Commission will collaborate closely with Member States and its partners to accomplish the objectives

outlined in this Roadmap.
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About eucrim

eucrim is the leading journal which regularly informs about current developments in European criminal and

“criministrative” law. 

All news items are freely accessible at: https://eucrim.eu/news/

Stay informed by emailing to eucrim-subscribe@csl.mpg.de to receive alerts for new releases of issues. 

The project is co-financed by the Union Anti-Fraud Programme (UAFP), managed by the European Anti-Fraud Office

(OLAF). 
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