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Launch of New Expert Group to
Fight Drugs Trafficking

Thomas Wahl News 

On 24 November 2023, as part of the European ports alliance, the European

Commission launched a new strategic project group to strengthen the role

of EU Customs in the fight against drug trafficking. The group consisting of

customs experts will meet regularly and be tasked with the following:

Mapping the situation on the ground;

Analysing relevant information;

Working towards a common understanding and coordinated ap‐

proach;

Drawing up a threat and risk assessment;

Setting out common and efficient actions;

Sharing best practices.

The Commission plans further initiatives in order to improve the mobilisa‐

tion of EU Customs in ports against drugs trafficking. These initiatives in‐

clude:

Setting up a new expert team under the EU Customs Programme,

which will further co-ordinate operations and more targeted controls on the ground as of mid-2024.

Funding state-of-the-art equipment for scans of containers and other means of transport under the

Customs Control Equipment Instrument (CCEI) programme in order to increase the effectiveness of

customs risk management and controls related to illicit drugs and drug precursors;

Implementing the approach of scheduling drug precursors, and possibly reviewing the Drug

Precursors regulations.

Moreover, the Commission will strive for establishing new public-private partnerships to support port

authorities and private shipping companies in their role in the fight against drug trafficking and criminal infilt‐

ration. 
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