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Between 16 and 25 November 2020, law enforcement authorities in the EU
were able to seize, among others, 37 million illegal cigarettes, over 1.8 tons
of tobacco and more than 3.5 thousand litres of illegal fuel. The seizures
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were carried out in the framework of the Joint Action Day “Arktos 2", which
was coordinated by Frontex and the Finnish and Latvian authorities at selec-
ted border crossing points at EU’s eastern land borders. The operation
targeted excise fraud, particularly tobacco smuggling, document fraud and
migrant smuggling. It was supported by OLAF, Eurojust, Europol, and Inter-
pol and involved border guards, police and customs authorities from six EU
Member States (Poland, Estonia, Finland, Latvia, Lithuania, and Slovakia).
OLAF supported the operation by facilitating the exchange of information
between the customs authorities involved and by lending investigative ex-
pertise. The operation was also designed to test the cooperation between
different authorities involved in the fight against transnational crime under
the EU’'s EMPACT platform.
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About eucrim

eucrim is the leading journal which regularly informs about current developments in European criminal and
“criministrative” law.

All news items are freely accessible at: https://eucrim.eu/news/

Stay informed by emailing to eucrim-subscribe@csl.mpg.de to receive alerts for new releases of issues.

The project is co-financed by the Union Anti-Fraud Programme (UAFP), managed by the European Anti-Fraud Office
(OLAF).
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