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News

Supported by Eurojust, authorities in Italy and Albania formed a Joint
Investigation Team to take down an online investment fraud scheme in-
volving the use of cryptocurrencies. The Organised Crime Group (OCG) had Deputy Head of Section
been operating from a call centre in Tirana. In a first step, victims were Academy of European Law
contacted by telephone and offered immediate financial gain against a
small investment. In a second step, the offenders proposed advantageous
investments in cryptocurrencies with zero risk to the victims. In the third
step, by using PC remote control software, the perpetrators obtained access
to the victims' personal home banking pages and managed to convince
them to invest their entire economic capital in the scheme. Lastly, once the 010
victims had uncovered the deception, they were contacted by yet other @ BY ND
members of the OCG, who convinced them to make additional payments to

recover the lost funds. The scheme has caused a total damage of an

estimated €15 million.

AUTHOR

Cornelia Riehle

ISSN: 1862-6947

https://eucrim.eu

About eucrim

eucrim is the leading journal which regularly informs about current developments in European criminal and
“criministrative” law.

All news items are freely accessible at: https://eucrim.eu/news/

Stay informed by emailing to eucrim-subscribe@csl.mpg.de to receive alerts for new releases of issues.

The project is co-financed by the Union Anti-Fraud Programme (UAFP), managed by the European Anti-Fraud Office
(OLAF).
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