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Andras Cstri

On 8 December 2023, in the run-up to the annual International Anti- AUTHOR

Corruption Day, GRECO President Marin Mrcela issued a statement in which
he highlighted the links between environmental crimes (e.g., illegal forestry, Vienna University of Economics
illegal fishery, illegal wildlife trade, illegal mining, illegal dumping, and illegal and Business

transport of hazardous waste) and corrupt practices. Such practices target
high-ranking public officials, politicians, and members of law enforcement.
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As these crimes cause irreparable damage to natural resources, every cit-

izen's right to a healthy environment, and the rights of future generations,

Mrcela called on all states to ensure transparency in the relevant decision-

making and law-making processes. His concern is directed at the circum- @
spect use of environmental resources, issuing permits and concessions,

certification and enforcement, and environmental inspections. He also em-

phasized that GRECO'’s recommendations to its member states are also

fully applicable to environment-related corruption, including the adequate regulation of lobbying and public
procurement, the protection of whistleblowers, and the effective implementation of the recommendations.

Mrcela also pointed out that corruption prevention measures are an essential part of the "green transition” in
view of the large amounts of money being invested in European Green Deal policy initiatives. Ensuring the
transparency of the legislative process helps prevent abuse. The convention on the protection of the
environment through criminal law, which is currently being prepared by the Council of Europe, will also allow
states to better protect their environmental resources.

About eucrim

eucrim is the leading journal which regularly informs about current developments in European criminal and
“criministrative” law.

All news items are freely accessible at: https://eucrim.eu/news/

Stay informed by emailing to eucrim-subscribe@csl.mpg.de to receive alerts for new releases of issues.

The project is co-financed by the Union Anti-Fraud Programme (UAFP), managed by the European Anti-Fraud Office
(OLAF).
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