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On 25 May 2020, the French Anti-Corruption Agency (AFA) – in partnership

with GRECO, the OECD, and the international Network of Corruption

Prevention Authorities (NCPA) – published an analysis report on the global

mapping of anti-corruption authorities (ACAs). Despite their importance as

institutional tools to counter corruption, there is an overall lack of up-to-date

information about ACAs. The extensive data collected from 171 national au‐

thorities tasked with preventing and fighting corruption in 114 countries and

territories aims at facilitating cooperation between them at the operational

level. 43 % of respondents were from GRECO Member States, and 48 % were

from countries that have adopted the OECD Convention on Combating

Bribery of Foreign Public Officials in International Business Transactions.

The analysis is based on the results of an online survey conducted between

June and December 2019, with the main focus set on identifying relevant

contact points and the role of international gatherings, regional platforms,

and individual ACAs. 

The report concludes that in general, a single authority is responsible for fighting corruption in a given

country. This authority is often equipped with investigative and/or prosecution powers that primarily affect

natural persons. Sanction mechanisms – where they exist – are usually administrative in nature. Most ACAs

are involved in the development of national anti-corruption strategies, while a minority of them are

responsible for managing declarations of assets and interests. The report also points out that the adoption

of codes of conduct is more common worldwide than risk mapping, and that both are rarely mandatory in the

private sector. Finally, it points out that the ACAs wish to rather benefit from the exchange of best practices

and information at the operational level and to network with their foreign counterparts.
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