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that the European Union (EU) reaches its objectives for a digital transforma-
tion in line with its values and with the Commission’s communica-
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the digital decade follows up to this communication of 9 March 2021 and
was proposed by the Commission on 26 January 2022 (— eucrim 1/2022,

10-11). @ 0]0)
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It includes, inter alia, references to digital sovereignty in an open manner,

respect for fundamental rights, the rule of law and democracy, inclusion,

accessibility, equality, sustainability, resilience, security, improving the

quality of life, the availability of services, and respect for everyone’s rights and aspirations.

The aims of this declaration are:

* To put people at the centre of digital transformation. Technology should serve and benefit all people
living in the EU;

« To use technology to unite people. Digital transformation should contribute to a fair and inclusive
society and economy in the EU. This can be achieved through affordable and high-speed digital con-
nectivity, education, training and lifelong learning of digital skills, fair and just working conditions in
the digital environment, and access by everyone to key public services in the EU;

* To reaffirm the freedom of choice in interactions with algorithms and artificial intelligence systems
and in a fair digital environment.

* To foster participation in the digital public space;

* To ensure that everyone has access to digital technologies and products;

* To ensure the right to privacy and to the protection of personal data;

* To achieve sustainability in order to avoid significant harm to the environment and to promote a
circular economy.

Petr Fiala, the Czech Prime Minister, stated at the signing ceremony: “Today, we commit to an inclusive, fair,
safe and sustainable digital transformation that puts people in the centre. Preserving the core EU values
online is as important as in the real world. The declaration will serve as a reference point for policy makers,
businesses and other relevant actors when developing and deploying new technologies.”
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The declaration will guide the EU's policy for the digital transformation, including the work on the Digital
Decade Policy Programme and the EU's actions at the global level. The Commission will monitor progress on
the implementation of the objectives of the declaration and provide recommendations through an annual
"State of the Digital Decade" report.

About eucrim

eucrim is the leading journal which regularly informs about current developments in European criminal and
“criministrative” law.

All news items are freely accessible at: https://eucrim.eu/news/

Stay informed by emailing to eucrim-subscribe@csl.mpg.de to receive alerts for new releases of issues.

The project is co-financed by the Union Anti-Fraud Programme (UAFP), managed by the European Anti-Fraud Office
(OLAF).
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