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News 

On 20 March 2023 the ECtHR published a new version of the Rules of Court

on its website. They clarify third-party intervention in amendments to Rule

44 (2) and (3) (b). These rules govern the conditions and time limits for the

submission of written comments or participation in hearings by the Com‐

missioner for Human Rights, by contracting parties not party to the proceed‐

ings, and by persons other than the applicant. The amendments were adop‐

ted by the Plenary of the Court on 3 March 2023 and entered into force on

the same day.

On the basis of Rule 32 and in parallel, the President of the ECtHR issued a 

Practice Direction on how third parties may intervene, the procedures and

requirements to be followed, and the role such intervention plays in the work

of the Court. The guidelines are linked to Art. 36 (2) ECHR, which concerns

third-party intervention other than that of the Contracting Party to the

proceedings or the applicant in applications before the ECtHR. In addition, Art. 3, second sentence of Pro‐

tocol No. 16 allows any other High Contracting Party or person to take part in advisory-opinion proceedings. 

The Practice Direction provides comprehensive guidance on the following: 

The role of third-party intervention in the Court’s procedure;

What third-party intervention involves; 

The stages in the proceedings before the Court when third-party intervention is possible, and the time

limits for seeking leave to intervene in each possible scenario; 

Who may intervene as a third party under these provisions; 

When a third party is invited or permitted to intervene; 

The representation of third parties; 

The language, content, and manner of requesting leave to intervene; 

The requirements to be met by the written comments and oral submissions of the interveners. 

About eucrim

eucrim is the leading journal which regularly informs about current developments in European criminal and

“criministrative” law. 

All news items are freely accessible at: https://eucrim.eu/news/

Stay informed by emailing to eucrim-subscribe@csl.mpg.de to receive alerts for new releases of issues. 

The project is co-financed by the Union Anti-Fraud Programme (UAFP), managed by the European Anti-Fraud Office

(OLAF). 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

1 / 2

https://eucrim.eu/authors/csuri-andras/
https://eucrim.eu
https://www.echr.coe.int/documents/rules_court_eng.pdf
https://echr.coe.int/Documents/PD_Third_Party_intervention_ENG.pdf
https://www.echr.coe.int/documents/protocol_16_eng.pdf
https://www.echr.coe.int/documents/protocol_16_eng.pdf
https://eucrim.eu/news/
mailto:eucrim-subscribe@csl.mpg.de
https://anti-fraud.ec.europa.eu/policy/union-anti-fraud-programme-uafp_en
https://anti-fraud.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://anti-fraud.ec.europa.eu/index_en


2 / 2


	ECtHR: Amendments to Rules of Court and New Guidelines on Third-Party Intervention
	About eucrim


