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In its Special Report 14/2022 (published on 4 July 2022), the European AUTHOR
Court of Auditors (ECA) examined different patterns of fraud in the Com-
Thomas Wahl

mon Agricultural Policy (CAP) and the appropriateness of the Commission’s Senior Researcher

responses to the fraud risks in agricultural spending. CAP is the largest Max Planck Institute for the
component of expenditure under the EU budget. The 27 EU Member States Study of Crime, Security and
made direct payments of €38.5 billion on average per year in 2018-2020 to Law

this sector.
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The report found that the Commission has responded to instances of fraud https://eucrim.eu

in CAP spending, but was not sufficiently proactive in addressing the impact
of the risk of illegal land grabbing on CAP payments, in monitoring Member
States’ anti-fraud measures, and in exploiting the potential of new technolo- @ D0
gies. BY ND

The report presented an overview of fraud risks affecting the CAP, which
range from risks linked to beneficiaries concealing breaches of eligibility
conditions, the complexity of the financed measures to illegal forms of “land grabbing”.

Regarding the use of new technologies, the report acknowledged that the Commission has made several
efforts in promoting new technologies, such as the use of satellite images for checks and the development
of its own risk-scoring tool Arachne; however, Member States have taken up these technologies at a low
pace. Artificial intelligence and big data have potential in fighting fraud but Member States face challenges in
seizing these opportunities.

The ECA recommends to the Commission actions to deepen its insight of fraud risks and anti-fraud meas-
ures and to subsequently act on its assessment. Furthermore, the Commission should increase its role in
promoting new technologies for preventing and detecting fraud.

About eucrim

eucrim is the leading journal which regularly informs about current developments in European criminal and
“criministrative” law.

All news items are freely accessible at: https://eucrim.eu/news/

Stay informed by emailing to eucrim-subscribe@csl.mpg.de to receive alerts for new releases of issues.

The project is co-financed by the Union Anti-Fraud Programme (UAFP), managed by the European Anti-Fraud Office
(OLAF).
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