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Governments must “give law enforcement and public administration the tools AUTHOR
they need to detect and to prosecute fraudsters,” said OLAF Director-General ™ Wah
omas Wwa
Ville Itélé at the annual conference of Anti-Fraud Coordination Services (AF- .
. . . . ] Senior Researcher
COS) in reference to EU candidate and potential candidate countries. The Max Planck Institute for the
conference was held on 18-20 September 2019 in North Macedonia. It fo- Study of Crime, Security and
cused on translating operational knowledge into efficient fraud prevention Law
measures.
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The conference also highlighted the importance of cooperation between OLAF https://eucrim.eu

and AFCOS in the candidate and potential candidate countries in order to
protect the EU budget. Between 2014 and 2020, pre-accession funding
amounts to €12 billion. AFCOS facilitate the effective cooperation and ex- —(D ©)
change of information with OLAF. They are active in the implementation of a
comprehensive anti-fraud strategies at the national level and share informa-

tion on possible irregularities in relation to the management of EU funds.

OLAF will continue to maintain its investigatory role in candidate countries and potential candidate countries,
even after the European Public Prosecutor’s Office (EPPO) becomes operational. The EPPO has no jurisdic-
tion to directly investigate fraud in third countries outside the EU. Hence, the solid cooperation established by
the OLAF network remains crucial.

About eucrim

eucrim is the leading journal which regularly informs about current developments in European criminal and
“criministrative” law.

All news items are freely accessible at: https://eucrim.eu/news/

Stay informed by emailing to eucrim-subscribe@csl.mpg.de to receive alerts for new releases of issues.

The project is co-financed by the Union Anti-Fraud Programme (UAFP), managed by the European Anti-Fraud Office
(OLAF).
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