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Thomas Wahl News
On 7 January 2021, the Commission decided to register a European Cit- AUTHOR
izens' Initiative entitled: “Civil society initiative for a ban on biometric mass
Thomas Wahl

surveillance practices.” The organisers call on the European Commission to .
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strictly regulate the use of biometric technologies in order to avoid undue Max Planck Institute for the
interference with fundamental rights. In particular, EU law should prohibit, in Study of Crime, Security and
law and in practice, indiscriminate or arbitrarily-targeted uses of biometrics Law

which can lead to unlawful mass surveillance. Intrusive systems should not

be developed, deployed or used by public or private entities insofar as they ISSN: 1862-6947

can lead to unnecessary or disproportionate interference with people’s https://eucrim.eu

fundamental rights.

The Commission’s decision only means that the Initiative is legally admiss- @ D0
ible. An analysis of the substance of the plea has not been carried out at Bv_Np
this stage.

Following the registration, the organisers can start the process of collecting

signatures of support. Should the Initiative receive 1 million statements of support within 1 year from at least
7 different Member States, the Commission will have to react within 6 months. The Commission could
decide either to follow the request, or not, and in both instances would be required to explain its reasoning.

About eucrim

eucrim is the leading journal which regularly informs about current developments in European criminal and
“criministrative” law.

All news items are freely accessible at: https://eucrim.eu/news/

Stay informed by emailing to eucrim-subscribe@csl.mpg.de to receive alerts for new releases of issues.

The project is co-financed by the Union Anti-Fraud Programme (UAFP), managed by the European Anti-Fraud Office
(OLAF).
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