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In an open letter, 470 civil society organisations, trade unions and public AUTHOR
interest groups call on the European Commission and the EU Member
Thomas Wahl

States to stop the policy of deregulation. According to the letter published Senior Researcher

on 9 September 2025, the EU's deregulation agenda risks undermining safe- Max Planck Institute for the
guards for people and the environment, including protection against surveil- Study of Crime, Security and
lance and snooping. The organisations stress that the Commission’s new Law
“unprecedented simplification effort” really means "deregulation”.

Published in
The letter lists several issues on the "simplification" agenda that run the risk 2025, Vol. 20(3) eucrim
of empowering the far right and anti-democratic forces, enabling corruption, ISSN: 1862-6947
increasing inequalities, slowing down the urgently needed climate action https://eucrim.eu

and environment protection, and depriving communities and workers of es-
sential protections and services. The signatories warn for example against
the reopening of the backbone of the EU digital rulebook - the General Data @ ®G
Protection Regulation; this would mean that sensitive personal data could —

be processed without protections. Further attacks on rights-based rules,

such as those set out in the Al Act and the planned Digital Package, could

undermine the protection of people's digital lives against Al-related harm and surveillance by state and
corporate actors. The EU and national lawmakers are called on to promote more protection, not fewer.

About eucrim

eucrim is the leading journal which regularly informs about current developments in European criminal and
“criministrative” law.

All news items are freely accessible at: https://eucrim.eu/news/

Stay informed by emailing to eucrim-subscribe@csl.mpg.de to receive alerts for new releases of issues.

The project is co-financed by the Union Anti-Fraud Programme (UAFP), managed by the European Anti-Fraud Office
(OLAF).
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