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Challenges reported by the CSOs include the following:
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+ Disadvantageous changes in legislation or inadequate BY  ND
implementation of laws;

+ Hurdles when accessing financial resources and ensuring their sus-
tainability;

« Difficulties in accessing decision makers and feeding decisions into law and policymaking;

« Attacks on and harassment of human rights defenders, including negative discourse aimed at delegit-
imising and stigmatising CSOs. among close to 1,200 competent national authorities from 47
countries and 10 international partners

In order to improve the situation, the EESC has recommended several ideas such as the creation of a
European fund for democracy, human rights and values, the establishment of an EU coordinator on civil
society freedoms; and the creation of a legally binding European monitoring mechanism, involving the EC,
the Council, the EP and the EESC.
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